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lllinois Aubudon Society’s most recent land acquisition and stewardship project is the Gremel Wildlife Sanctuary in Lee County. Photo by Steve Hager.

[llinois Audubon
Sanctuary
Stewardship Work

Much of the lllinois Audubon Sanctuary
stewardship work undertaken by
volunteers is made possible through
grant funding. Our sincere thanks to the
organizations partnering with us during
this fiscal year.

Stewardship of Adams Wildlife Sanctuary:

$13,000 from lllinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation

Acquisition Grant for Gremel Wildlife
Sanctuary: $1,492,676.64 from lllinois
Clean Energy Community Foundation

Advancing Wetland Restoration Grant
for Gremel Wildlife Sanctuary: $62,299.36
from lllinois Clean Energy Community

Foundation (half
of total grant
amount, with
another $62K
coming in FY18)

Grant for Adams
Wildlife Sanctuary Tractor Purchase:
$4,000 from U.S. Bank Foundation

Grant for lllinois Raptor Center
performance at Springfield area schools
organized by Adams Wildlife Sanctuary
and Springfield Audubon Society: $550
from Sunrise Rotary (Springfield)

In Fiscal Year 2017, the lllinois Audubon Society joined
the Natural Resources Conservation Service, U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service, University of lllinois, lllinois
Natural History Survey and lllinois Department of
Natural Resources in the effort to enhance central
Illinois migration habitat for the American golden
plover (Pluvialis dominica) by installing drainage
management devices in agricultural fields across
portions of central lllinois in order to provide
temporary habitat for migrating plovers. IAS proudly
supports this cutting-edge conservation program
based on good science and is directly aligned with our
mission. Plover photo by Ken Schneider.

GOLDEN PLOVER HABITAT ENHANCEMENT

Chicago Wilderness Priority Species Plan:
Henslow’s Sparrow and Bobolink

Audubon Society is a partner in the Chicago
Wilderness (CW) effort to stabilize populations of the
Henslow’s sparrow (Ammodramus henslowii) and
bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus). Both species rely

on grasslands or “prairie” habitat and occur within

the Chicago Wilderness region during their breeding
seasons, from June through August. Chicago area
populations of both species are significant to the global
populations of this species. Large-scale threats of
climate change, meso-predator imbalance, disrupted
hydrology and agricultural intensification contribute

to a need for coordinated conservation efforts across
these species ranges, with CW work focusing on
increasing acreage and quality of grasslands while also
building long-term sustainability of management and
stewardship. Photo by Chuck Hunnicutt.

lllinois Wilds Institute for Nature (IWIN) Workshop

The Biodiversity of lllinois: Insects of the Coastal
Plain and Shawnee Hills took place August 24-26,
2016 at the H.W. Barkhausen Wetlands Center

in White Hill, with 24 participants. A scholarship
program was implemented to assist interested
persons with registration fee expenses.
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SANCTUARIES

Acres q # # Volunteer . .
‘ B # Species Volunteers Hours Special Activities
PRAIRIE RIDGE, GRABER, o
RIDGEWAY At least 24 lllinois endangered and threatened
) ) species have been documented from the
Approximately 250 species :
32 of birds - - complex of lands. Researchers continue to

monitor greater prairie-chickens translocated
from Kansas to bolster the lllinois population.

WAR BLUFF

w During the Shawnee Chapter’s annual meeting,
) o ) attendees conducted a stewardship project and
O 2?rsep?ﬁleisat::édsﬁziﬁg?:;;es 34 302 built benches. Other programs during the year
P P focused on hummingbirds, insects, bluebirds,
trail maintenance and bluebird nest box building.

GREMEL
This sanctuary was acquired during the reporting
197 species of birds; 418 76 period and actions included development of
O species of plants; additional 19 (3 month | the initial site restoration plan. Visitors included
surveys under way period) | college students, Boy Scouts and the general
public.

143 species of birds; 36
species of butterflies; 22
92 species of herps; 18 species 23 2079
of mammals; 108 species !

of moths; 41 species of
dragonflies; 391 plants

Volunteers were busy during the year with
various site restoration activities and conducting
tours for elementary students.

This urban sanctuary hosted numerous school
and youth group tours, and serves as a meeting

1 5 120 species of birds 31 768 location for several IAS affiliates. Trails are visited
daily by tourists visiting the Lincoln sites.
13 Site visitors included Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,
working Coffeen Pre-K students and participants from
) : 176 hours ) .
©bH | 115 species of birds two the Zion Summer Camp. Seven community
. on burns .
mornings volunteers provided a full day of honeysuckle
a week removal.

Amboy Marsh Nature Preserve by Deb Carey

The northeast cove of Lily Pad Pond was literally choked with invasive reed
canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea). It was not sprayed with herbicide or
controlled in any way, but the canary grass miraculously disappeared during
the growing season. In its place a marvelous mixture of native vegetation,
including arrowhead, sedges, rushes, reeds and water plantain now fills the
shallows and the pond edge. This is a true miracle for any restorationist as
reed canary is notoriously difficult to eradicate, or even control. The upland -
shore sports white indigo, groundnut, leadplant, little bluestem, golden aster Hoberg Property Update
and other sand savanna species. Photo by Tom Williams. by Rita Renwick

Transfer of the 80+ acre Hoberg
property, which lllinois Audubon
Society pre-acquired for the
Joliet Park District, neared
completion in FY2017. lllinois
Nature Preserve designation is
in the site’s future, providing
permanent protection for the

Prairie-chicken Sanctuaries by Leroy Harrison and Bob Gillespie

The prairie-chicken sanctuaries are well-known for the iconic greater prairie-
chicken, but the extensive grassland habitat also supports a diversity of other
species. During the reporting period, note-worthy sightings at the Robert
Ridgway Nature Preserve included prairie falcon (January), king rail (May),
two least bitterns and two marsh wrens (June), a sedge wren and a LeConte’s

sparrow (November), and a new winter-record sedge wren (December). At the site known for its rich mesic
Karl Bartel Grasslands Land & Water Reserve significant sightings included a upland forest community, seeps
LeConte’s sparrow (January) and four short-eared owls (April). Barn owls nested and outstanding wildflower

at Bartel during the summers of 2016 and 2017. Photo by Leroy Harrison. displays.




Thank you to our FY2017 lllinois Audubon Donors
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