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PROJECTS

Much of the Illinois Audubon Sanctuary 
stewardship work undertaken by 
volunteers is made possible through 
grant funding. Our sincere thanks to the 
organizations partnering with us during 
this fiscal year.

Stewardship of Adams Wildlife Sanctuary: 
$13,000 from Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation

Acquisition Grant for Gremel Wildlife 
Sanctuary: $1,492,676.64 from Illinois 
Clean Energy Community Foundation

Advancing Wetland Restoration Grant 
for Gremel Wildlife Sanctuary: $62,299.36 
from Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation (half 
of total grant 
amount, with 
another $62K 
coming in FY18)

Grant for Adams 
Wildlife Sanctuary Tractor Purchase:       
$4,000 from U.S. Bank Foundation

Grant for Illinois Raptor Center 
performance at Springfield area schools 
organized by Adams Wildlife Sanctuary 
and Springfield Audubon Society: $550 
from Sunrise Rotary (Springfield)

Illinois Audubon
Sanctuary 
Stewardship Work

Illinois Aubudon Society’s most recent land acquisition and stewardship project is the Gremel Wildlife Sanctuary in Lee County. Photo by Steve Hager.

GOLDEN PLOVER HABITAT ENHANCEMENT

In Fiscal Year 2017, the Illinois Audubon Society joined 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, University of Illinois, Illinois 
Natural History Survey and Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources in the effort to enhance central 
Illinois migration habitat for the American golden 
plover (Pluvialis dominica) by installing drainage 
management devices in agricultural fields across 
portions of central Illinois in order to provide 
temporary habitat for migrating plovers. IAS proudly 
supports this cutting-edge conservation program 
based on good science and is directly aligned with our 
mission. Plover photo by Ken Schneider.

The Biodiversity of Illinois: Insects of the Coastal 
Plain and Shawnee Hills took place August 24-26, 
2016 at the H.W. Barkhausen Wetlands Center 
in White Hill, with 24 participants. A scholarship 
program was implemented to assist interested 
persons with registration fee expenses.

Illinois Wilds Institute for Nature (IWIN) Workshop

Audubon Society is a partner in the Chicago 
Wilderness (CW) effort to stabilize populations of the 
Henslow’s sparrow (Ammodramus henslowii) and 
bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus). Both species rely 
on grasslands or “prairie” habitat and occur within 
the Chicago Wilderness region during their breeding 
seasons, from June through August. Chicago area 
populations of both species are significant to the global 
populations of this species. Large-scale threats of 
climate change, meso-predator imbalance, disrupted 
hydrology and agricultural intensification contribute 
to a need for coordinated conservation efforts across 
these species ranges, with CW work focusing on 
increasing acreage and quality of grasslands while also 
building long-term sustainability of management and 
stewardship. Photo by Chuck Hunnicutt.

Chicago Wilderness Priority Species Plan: 
Henslow’s Sparrow and Bobolink
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WAR BLUFF

SANCTUARIES

Amboy Marsh Nature Preserve by Deb Carey
The northeast cove of Lily Pad Pond was literally choked with invasive reed 
canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea). It was not sprayed with herbicide or 
controlled in any way, but the canary grass miraculously disappeared during 
the growing season. In its place a marvelous mixture of native vegetation, 
including arrowhead, sedges, rushes, reeds and water plantain now fills the 
shallows and the pond edge. This is a true miracle for any restorationist as 
reed canary is notoriously difficult to eradicate, or even control. The upland 
shore sports white indigo, groundnut, leadplant, little bluestem, golden aster 
and other sand savanna species. Photo by Tom Williams.

Prairie-chicken Sanctuaries by Leroy Harrison and Bob Gillespie
The prairie-chicken sanctuaries are well-known for the iconic greater prairie-
chicken, but the extensive grassland habitat also supports a diversity of other 
species. During the reporting period, note-worthy sightings at the Robert 
Ridgway Nature Preserve included prairie falcon (January), king rail (May), 
two least bitterns and two marsh wrens (June), a sedge wren and a LeConte’s 
sparrow (November), and a new winter-record sedge wren (December). At the 
Karl Bartel Grasslands Land & Water Reserve significant sightings included a 
LeConte’s sparrow (January) and four short-eared owls (April). Barn owls nested 
at Bartel during the summers of 2016 and 2017. Photo by Leroy Harrison.

Hoberg Property Update 
by Rita Renwick

Transfer of the 80+ acre Hoberg 
property, which Illinois Audubon 
Society pre-acquired for the 
Joliet Park District, neared 
completion in FY2017. Illinois 
Nature Preserve designation is 
in the site’s future, providing 
permanent protection for the 
site known for its rich mesic 
upland forest community, seeps 
and outstanding wildflower 
displays.

IAS Sanctuaries help preserve the species richness of Illinois.

GREMEL

AMBOY

ADAMS

BREMER

Acres 
Burned # Species # 

Volunteers
# Volunteer 

Hours Special Activities

32 Approximately 250 species 
of birds

-- --

At least 24 Illinois endangered and threatened 
species have been documented from the 
complex of lands. Researchers continue to 
monitor greater prairie-chickens translocated 
from Kansas to bolster the Illinois population.

0 90 species birds; 29 species 
of reptiles and amphibians

34 302

During the Shawnee Chapter’s annual meeting, 
attendees conducted a stewardship project and 
built benches. Other programs during the year 
focused on hummingbirds, insects, bluebirds, 
trail maintenance and bluebird nest box building.

0
197 species of birds; 418 
species of plants; additional 
surveys under way

19
76

(3 month
period)

This sanctuary was acquired during the reporting 
period and actions included development of 
the initial site restoration plan. Visitors included 
college students, Boy Scouts and the general 
public.

92

143 species of birds; 36 
species of butterflies; 22 
species of herps; 18 species 
of mammals; 108 species 
of moths; 41 species of 
dragonflies; 391 plants

23 2,079
Volunteers were busy during the year with 
various site restoration activities and conducting 
tours for elementary students. 

15 120 species of birds 31 768

This urban sanctuary hosted numerous school 
and youth group tours, and serves as a meeting 
location for several IAS affiliates. Trails are visited 
daily by tourists visiting the Lincoln sites.

65 115 species of birds

13 
working 

two 
mornings 
a week

176 hours
 on burns

Site visitors included Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Coffeen Pre-K students and participants from 
the Zion Summer Camp. Seven community 
volunteers provided a full day of honeysuckle 
removal.



Thank you to our FY2017 Illinois Audubon Donors

$1,000+
Charlotte Adelman
Anonymous
Molly Becker
Paul Biggers
F. Arnold Bock
Phyllis Brissenden
Michael Campbell
Caterpillar Matching Gift Fund
Cassandra Claman
Crown Family Philanthropies
Carl & Pen DauBach
Decatur Audubon Society
Gerald M. Droszcz
Maryann Gossmann
Dr. Jean Graber
Kelly A Grant, Jr.
Gerald & Christine Guanci
James Hampson
Mary Anne Harrison
Mark Luscombe
Deb Walens & John McCrosky
Jim & Jayne Miller
Negaunee Foundation
Phillips 66
Robin & Steven Read
Rita & Bruce Renwick
Bruce Semans
John Slater
Springfield Audubon Society
Starved Rock Audubon
Wayne Svoboda
US Bank Foundation
Nancy Winter

$500-$999
Mary Blumle
Nancy Casper & Family
David & Laurie Farrell
Bob & Karen Fisher
Cynthia Gray
James Hogan Jr.
Irma Holmes
David & Joanne Husarik
Judy Johnson
Lorraine Lid
Mary Ann Mahoney
Carol McGee
Stephanie Mckemie
Caroline Nelson
Randy & Nancy Schietzelt
Shawnee Audubon Chapter
Dorothy Stokes
Alain Wood-Prince

$100-$499
Mary Jo Adams
Alpha Delta Kappa Sorority
Carol & George Alewel
Terri Allen
Tom Anderson
Elllen Baker
Tim M. Balassie
Ruby Bartman-Nimke
Lorene Benbow
Carolynn & Sam Benninghoff
Rob & Cici Birnberg
Ray Boehmer
Peg & Jim Bolm
Michael Bowers
Robert Bowman
Herman & Marlene Brockman
Clyde & Cathy Brubaker
Maury Brucker & Emiko Yang
Richard & Sue Brugam
Ralph & Karen Buettner
Arlan & Linda Bushman
Marilyn Campbell
Debra Carey
Carlyle Lake Audubon Society
John Carroll & Carol Crawford
Champaign County Audubon Society
Judy & Tom Ciecka
Tom & Lisa Clay

Jack Connelly
Damian & Roberta Considine
Carol Corgan
Barb Currie
Alan & Janet Curry
Alice Curry
Janet & Steve Davis
Michelle Devine
David & Claudia D’Hooge
Marcia Dick
Dixon Park District
David & Kathryn Dobrinic 
Laurie & Michael Dolan
Sue & Tom Doubet
Marie Dreessen
Greg & Cathy Dubois
Bill & Irene Dugger
Sue & Rick Dunbar
Ebsco Industries
Andy & Paula Edgar
Terry England & Monica DeGrauwe
Bob E. Englebretson II
Robin & Meredith Ernst
Evanston North Shore Bird Club
Barbara Fanta
Faulstich Printing Co.
Susan Feeney
John Felinski
Theresa Feller
Laura Ferrell & Grant Riedesel
Julie Fessett
Rock Fiddyment & Sue Nelson
Doug Flanagan
Tracy & Rick Fox
Susan Frankel
Martin Freeman
Mike & Joann Fricke
Gwen Friedow
Mark & Lorraine Fritzman
Christy Gaples
Edward Gardner
Marion Giesecke
Tanner & Suellen Girard
Harold Glick
Maureen Glynn
Don & Elaine Goerne
Joan Goliak
Carolyn & Allen D. Grosboll
Jim & Mary Grundel
Andrew Gulya
David Hagen
Susan Paige Hall
Susan & Wildfred Harbaugh
Susan & Tim Hargrove
Fran & Heather Harty
George & Mary Jo Haven
Stephen & Nancy Havera
Dean Held & Viv Bennett
Dennis & Cheryl Henry
Jim & Linda Herkert
HIckory Hills Chapter
Joe & Karen Hills
David & Karen Hilquist
Mary Ann Hoeffliger
Hoffman Estates Park District
Craig Holderness
Donna & Mike Holinga
William Holleman
Charles & Margaret Hollowell
Barbara Holman
Ann B. Holt-Harris
Gary & Cathy Hoover
Joel & Jack Horwedel & Jenny 
Skufca
Dick Hosteny & Carol Shaffer
Roger Hotham & M. Mechtenberg
Phil Houser
Jean Howell
William & Alice Howenstine
Kurt Hubbard
Rachel Hudson
Valerie Hunter
Illinois Native Plant Society
Illinois Trappers Association

Robert & Tan Fui Lian Inger
Eric Jason
Pearle & Dave Jeffries
John W. Powell Audubon Society
Glenn Johnson
Anthony & Amy Jones
John T. Jones
Kane County Audubon Society
Kankakee Valley Audubon Society
Katholi Family
Cate Kelly & Justin Redeker
Thomas & Judith Kelsheimer
Rita A. Kenning
Mary Glenn Kirkland
Nicholas W. Klobuchar
Jack & Shelly Knuppel
David Kramer
Don & Nancy Krefft
Glen & Nancy Kruse
Rick Lanham
Pamela Larsen
Dennis Larson
Sandra Bauer Lay
Lynn & Gary Lesher
Julie Long
Peggy Boyer Long
Kathy Lucas
Marilyn Maccanelli
Cindy Madson
Ann Maine & Gordon Wood
Tom Malenshek & Charlotte Hanks
Jan Mamminga
Charles & Tracey Maras
Maureen Marsh
Kent & Sue Massie
Greg & Sara Mathis
Tom & Shirley May
Victoria May
Laurel & Henry Maze
Jane McBride
Don McFall
John & Cindy McKee
Dick McLane
Leanne McRill
Bill Meder
Ellen & Robert Medow
Ruth Meyer
Mike & Cynthia Miller
Richard & Marion Miller
Robert Miller
Tom & Nancy Moore
John & Joyce Mori
Donna N. Motherway
Sue & Tracy Murphy
Bob Naugle
Diane & Dan Neal
Dorothy Neumann
Stanley & Mary Niemann
Carie & Phil Nixon
Carol A. Norman
Northwest Illinois Audubon Society
Randy Nyboer
Mary Ochsenschlager
Dick & Joanne O’Connor
Dona Offemaria
Eugene Olszanowski
J. Reed O’Malley
Sarah Packard
Jerry Paulson
Charlotte Pavelka & Doug Reitz
Peoria Audubon Society
Susan Pieplow
James Planey
Sue Post & Michael Jeffords
Jerry & Carol Prater
Suzanne Price
Marjorie Pries
Tom & Hewlett Prucher
Quad City Audubon Society
Trish Quintenz & Rip Yasinski
George Ray
Mary & Charlie Ray
Simon Reeves
Dennis Regan

Hazel Reuter
Scott Henning & Cheryl Rice
Kevin Richards Family
Linda Roberts
Gene & Diana Rod
Sue & Rick Roellig
Bill & Barbara Rogers
Wilbur & Baiba Rosenkranz
Blake Ross
Pat & Joe Roti
Russ & Sharon Ruda
Sandy Sauer
Eric Schenck
Richard & Ute Schlake
Maggie & Rick Schmude
William & Mary Schnirring
Jean “Susie” Schreiber
William & Lorian Schwaber
Kate & Rick Scott
Joseph & Genevieve Segretto
Darrell Shambaugh
Bob & Marcia Shelby
Dale & Judith Shriver
Nancy Siepman
Cindy Skrukrud & Tom von Geldern
Brian Smith & Joe Johnson
Michael Smith & Janice Vortman
Tom & Sue Smith
Helga Solich
Southern Illinois Audubon Society
Springfield Bonsai Society
Vicky Sroczynski
Brenda Starwalt
Barbara & Collins Stoll
Dan Stretch
Raymond E. Stroh
Bob Szafoni
Gail Taxy
Janet Teegarden
Sandra Thiel
Richard Thomas & Nancy Garwood
Robert Thomas
Thorn Creek Audubon Society
Edith Tibble
James Tibensky
Beverly Timm
Terri Treacy
Fran Tuite
Marla Turek
Douglas & Diane Tweeten
Diane Ulrich & Ron Tomczak
Jean M. Vassier
Cheryl Vergin
Norma Vieregge
Jeff & Regina Walk
John Wallace & Karen Frailey
Christopher Waller & Mary Melanie
R. Bryon Walters
Peter Weber
Thomas L. Weber
Amy & Jason Weller
Sharon West
Charles Westcott
Dona & Mike Westfall
Sandra Whitmore
Michael Wiant
John Wiet
Wild Birds Unlimited - Peoria
Wild Birds Unlimited - Springfield
Marylin Wille
Dolph Williams
Tom Williams
Nancy Williamson & Steven Byers
Richard Wilson
Steve Wilson
Randy & Bernie Wiseman
Kathy & Rick Wright
Chris Young
Tracy Zeman & Matt Read
Marianne Zielezinski
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