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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Guide: Josh Engel and Adam Sell 
Maximum group size is 14 participants 

IAS member price: $3220 per person 
Non-member price: $3340 per person  

Based on double occupancy 
$680 single supplement 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

To register for the trip, visit www.redhillbirding.com/bookingform 

Southeast Arizona ranks high on many birders’ lists as the country’s top birding region. With 

numerous range-restricted species in beautiful mountain and desert landscapes, it’s no mystery 

why. This itinerary will allow you to soak in many of the ecological wonders Southeast Arizona 

has to offer. From the deserts of Tucson where we will get familiar with common specialties of 

the Sonoran Desert through three distinct “sky island” mountain ranges that birds like Elegant 

Trogon and Red-faced Warbler call home, we’ll get a thorough sampling of the best the region 

offers. Our itinerary will take us to the Chiricahua, Huachuca, and Santa Rita Mountains, and 

such fabled hotspots as Cave Creek Canyon, Ramsey Canyon, and Patagonia. Southeast Arizona 

in late summer – known as the second spring due to the monsoon rains that come through and 

green the desert at that time – is hard to beat. Birds abound as the land comes alive with 

occasional rains storms, and this itinerary is sure to net many of the highly sought-after species 

in this region. This is the time of peak hummingbird diversity—we could see ten or more 

species—and is a great time to find other regional specialties like Olive Warbler, Mexican 

Chickadee, Painted Redstart, Rose-throated Becard, Whiskered Screech-Owl, Sulphur-bellied 

Flycatcher, Black-capped Gnatcatcher, Thick-billed Kingbird, and many others. 

  
SOUTHEAST ARIZONA’S 

SECOND SPRING 

JULY 24-AUGUST 2, 2020 

http://www.redhillbirding.com/bookingform
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ITINERARY 
 
Day 1, Fri, July 24. Arrive to Tucson. Night: Tucson. 

We will arrive to Tucson and gather at the group’s hotel throughout the afternoon and evening, 

meeting up for an orientation and dinner.  

Day 2, Sat, July 25. Sweetwater Wetlands, Willcox, to Portal. Night: Chiricahua Mountains. 

We will be up early today, starting our birding at Sweetwater Wetlands – a constructed 

wetland located in Tucson proper. Here we will find a great introduction into many common 

Southeastern Arizona birds including Gambel’s Quail, Ladder-backed Woodpecker, Black 

Phoebe, Tropical Kingbird, Cactus Wren, Verdin, Abert’s Towhee, and more.  

Heading from Tucson we’ll begin our travels due east, with a stop at Willcox, known for its lakes 

and wetlands which attract large numbers of both dabbling ducks as well as shorebirds. We’ll 

hope to track down Cinnamon Teal, Northern Shovelers, large numbers of American Avocets, 

Wilson’s Phalaropes, various species of sandpipers, and more. We also stand a good chance of 

running into a Swainson’s Hawk, Vermilion Flycatcher, and other more widespread western 

species like Western Kingbird and Say’s Phoebe. 

From Willcox, we’ll head briefly into New Mexico in order to get onto the road to lead us into 

Portal, Arizona. While the town of Portal is tiny, it has an outsized reputation in the birding 

community as the jumping-off point to access the Chiricahua Mountains. The Chiricahuas are 

known as “Sky Islands” as they tower 5,000-10,000 feet above the surrounding terrain and 

essentially isolate birds found there from the neighboring harsh desert. Many birds found in 

these and similar mountain ranges in Southeastern Arizona are found nowhere else in the 

United States, making this region a must-visit for any avid birder. 

We’ll spend the evening exploring around the town of Portal, checking hummingbird feeders 

for Broad-billed and Blue-throated Hummingbirds, keeping an eye out for Acorn Woodpeckers, 

Ash-throated and Brown-crested Flycatchers, Bridled Titmice, Hutton’s Vireo, Phainopepla, 

Hepatic Tanagers, and more. 

Day 3-4, Sun-Mon, July 26-27. Chiricahua Mountains and Portal area. Nights: Chiricahua 

Mountains. 

These two full days will be spent in the Portal area, making trips into the heart of the 

Chiricahuas. One of the most famous hotspots in the area is Cave Creek Canyon – home to the 

Elegant Trogon. A gorgeous member of the otherwise tropical Trogon family, it is truly at home 

in these rugged mountains and we should have a good chance at tracking one down, either by 

their barking song or simply by stumbling into one on the trail. While in the canyon, we’ll also 

be looking for Rivoli’s Hummingbird (formerly known as Magnificent Hummingbird), Arizona 

Woodpecker, Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers, Mexican Jays, Painted Redstarts, Red-faced  

Warblers, and more. 
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Another great spot in the mountains above Portal is Rustler Park, a high-elevation area near 

the top of the treeline in these mountains. At these higher elevations, we will look for birds like 

Yellow-eyed Junco, Mexican Chickadee, Greater Pewee, and Olive Warbler. This habitat is 

dominated by pines, and while there may be less species diversity overall, the quality only 

increases. 

Once it gets dark outside, the exploration won’t stop. We’ll target several owls in the area, in 

particular Whiskered Screech-Owl, Western Screech-Owl, and Elf Owl. The Elf Owl is one of the 

daintier birds of prey, only the size of a House Sparrow, but still with the killer instincts of a 

predator. They nest in the area so we should have good chances for them. We also should have 

chances to run into Mexican Whip-poor-will as they live here as well. While out at night, if the 

rains are good (as we are in monsoon season), we should have good chances to run into various 

species of reptiles and amphibians (colloquially known as herps). The southwest in general is 

known to have a great abundance of herps, and many range-restricted and even endangered 

species call the Chiricahuas home. If we are lucky, we might run into some of these or maybe 

even a scorpion or tarantula while our driving late at night. 

Nearby in New Mexico is the town of Rodeo (right along the Arizona/New Mexico border). This 

area is good for the lower elevation desert specialties, and a small trip out here may net us 

Bendire’s Thrasher, Chihuahuan Raven, Scaled Quail, Cassin’s Sparrow, Black-throated Sparrow, 

and other desert denizens. 

Day 5-6, Tue-Wed, Jul 28-29. Huachucas, Patagonia Area, Nights: Sierra Vista 

From Portal, we’ll head back due west towards another ecologically fascinating part of the 

Southwest. Outside of the town of Sierra Vista is another Sky Island, the Huachuca Mountains. 

Similar to the Chiricahuas, these mountains hold many wonderful birds and has vast potential 

for obscure or rare birds for the US. In recent years, Rufous-capped Warbler has been found to 

regularly occur and nest here, and Sinaloa Wrens have been found nesting as well. 

We will spend our time here exploring various canyons throughout these beautiful mountains, 

including the well-known Garden, Ramsey and Miller Canyons (note that Garden Canyon is in 

Fort Huachuca, an active army instillation, and access rules can change anytime). Here we hope 

to track down birds like Elegant Trogon, Spotted Owl, Buff-breasted, Sulphur-bellied, and 

Cordilleran Flycatcher, Canyon Wren, and Red-faced and Grace’s Warblers. Another great 

attraction in the area is Beatty’s Guest Ranch, where birders stop in to check out the very busy 

hummingbird feeders. The hummingbird show is always impressive, and we will search through 

the abundant Black-chinned Hummingbirds for the less common White-eared, Rivoli’s, Blue-

throated, Broad-tailed, Broad-billed, Anna’s, and maybe even a Berylline or Lucifer 

Hummingbird if we’re lucky. 

Days 7-8, Thu-Fri, Jul 29-30. California Gulch, Tubac, Madera Canyon. Nights: Tubac area. 

Leaving Sierra Vista, we will head to the nearby Patagonia area. While the town of Patagonia is 

small and quaint, it is located in the valley of Sonoita Creek which contains a variety of bird 
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species we haven’t run into yet on this trip. The region is famous for the “Patagonia Picnic 

Tables” where birders have found numerous rarities at a roadside rest stop, often while 

searching for other mega rarities. We’ll look for local specialties like  Thick-billed Kingbird, 

Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet, and Black-capped Gnatcatcher, along with more widespread 

species like Greater Roadrunner, Lucy’s Warbler, and Zone-tailed Hawk. 

Another great stop in the Patagonia area is the Paton Center for Hummingbirds. Now owned 

by the Tucson Audubon Society, this area is loaded with both hummingbirds and other regional 

specialties. We’ll aim to spot a Violet-crowned Hummingbird on the feeders here, as well as 

birds like Gray Hawk, Inca Dove, White-winged Dove, Vermilion Flycatcher, Loggerhead Shrike, 

Varied Bunting, and Pyrrhuloxia. 

In the afternoon, we’ll bird around along the De Anza Trail in Tubac, where in recent years 

Rose-throated Becards have consistently nested. This riparian area is also good for many other 

of southeast Arizona’s top birds, including Gray Hawk, Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet, Dusky-

capped and Brown-crested Flycatcher, Thick-billed and Tropical Kingbirds, Abert’s Towhee, 

Varied Bunting, and Rufous-winged Sparrow. We could also see the threatened western Yellow-

billed Cuckoo along with many other typical riparian birds including Bell’s Vireo, Yellow-

breasted Chat, Summer Tanager, and Blue Grosbeak.  

We’ll have a final day near the Mexican border. Our plan will be to head to the remote 

California Gulch in search of Five-striped Sparrow. (In recent years, there have been other sites 

with reliable Five-striped Sparrows that have easier access. In this case, we may skip California 

Gulch and bird elsewhere in the area.) We might get lucky and find a covey of the beautiful, shy 

Montezuma Quail along the way. This area is also good for the gorgeous Varied Bunting.  In the 

afternoon, we may return to the Tubac area or the Patagonia area, depending on what birds we 

are still looking for. 

Day 9, Sat, Aug 1. 

Our final full day will be spent heading back to Tucson, with an aim to track down any regional 

specialties we may have missed up until now on our trip. One the way we will visit one last sky 

island, the Santa Rita Mountains south of Tucson, where Madera Canyon is located. Here we 

will have one last try for any of the southeast Arizona specialties that we have not yet seen. 

This may mean searching for Botteri’s and Rufous-winged Sparrows or even Rufous-capped 

Warbler, which has been see regularly in the area in recent years. Arriving later in Tucson, we’ll 

wrap up the trip with a group dinner and one final review of the trip bird list. 

Day 10, Sun, Aug 2. Departure from Tucson. 

You can schedule your departing flight for any time today.  
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

Contact and registration information 

 

The Red Hill Birding tour manager for this trip is Nathan Goldberg. To sign up, each participant 

should complete the booking form (www.redhillbirding.com/bookingform). Once we receive 

the form, we will send you information about paying the trip deposit. If you have any questions 

before registering, please contact Josh or Nathan at info@redhillbirding.com.  

Timing 

The trip will begin at 6:00pm in the lobby of the Tucson hotel on Friday, July 24 for a general 

introduction and dinner and will end on the morning of Sunday, August 2. We will let you know 

ahead of the tour which hotel in Tucson this will be. The hotel will provide a free airport shuttle. 

We will be birding in a single van with the guide driving.  

Physical difficulty 

This trip is physically moderate. While much birding will be done from roads and other easily 

accessible places, we will occasionally be walking on mountainous trails, in particular in Cave 

Creek Canyon and in the Huachuca Mountains. We will always be walking at a birding pace (that 

is, very slowly), but note that the ground can be uneven and rocky and the trails are not flat. 

These walks could last up to a few hours and are always optional. 

Pace 

The pace of the trip is moderate. A typical day will have us up early to take advantage of early 

morning bird activity and to beat the mid-day desert heat. We will sometimes take breakfast 

into the field with us. Some days will include a mid-day siesta before returning out in the cooler 

afternoon temperatures and finishing with time for a short rest before dinner. There will be a 

few optional night-time outings to look for owls, nightjars, and other nocturnal creatures.  

Price 

The price of the trip for Illinois Audubon Society members is $3220 and the single supplement is 

$680. The price for non-members is $3340. This price includes all meals (excluding alcoholic 

beverages) from dinner on Day 1 to breakfast on Day 10; all transportation and accommodation 

during that period; an expert Red Hill Birding guide with a scope and audio equipment; all park 

entrance fees; and a bound checklist to keep track of sightings during the trip. It does not 

include alcoholic beverages, travel insurance, optional activities, snacks, laundry, tips (apart 

from meals), or other items of a personal nature.  

A deposit of $500 per person and the submission of the booking form will secure your place on 

the trip. Upon receiving your booking form, we will send you deposit details. Final payment is 

due by March 25, 2020. Our trips are priced with a cash/check discount. We accept payment by 

check, by credit card (with a 3.1% processing fee), or through the apps Zelle and Venmo.  

http://www.redhillbirding.com/bookingform
mailto:info@redhillbirding.com
http://www.redhillbirding.com/bookingform
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Hotels 

Accommodations are very good throughout. Generally, there will be free wireless internet. We 

favor hotels that are convenient to our birding sites whenever possible. Our hotel in Tucson will 

have free airport shuttles to get you between the airport and the hotel for your arrival and 

departure. 

Photography 

The photographic opportunities are very good. The open nature of desert habitat lends itself 

well to bird photography, although it is more difficult in the forests where we are birding at 

higher elevations. We will be visiting several feeder setups (including hummingbird feeders) 

that are also excellent for photography. Although this is primarily a birding tour and we will not 

be making special accommodations for photographers, this is an excellent part of the country 

for bird photography and any photographers in the group will go home with many excellent 

images.   

Weather 

The weather in Southeast Arizona in August depends heavily on where you are. It can get very 

hot in the low elevation deserts during the day (average high is 100°F), but gets much cooler at 

night (average low in Tucson is 75°F in July.) In the mountains where we will be spending much 

time birding, it is generally a comfortable temperature (average high in Portal in July is 89°F, 

average low is 58°F). It is generally a very dry region, with low humidity, but in July and August 

brief, heavy monsoon rainstorms are possible and are indeed incredible to witness. It is worth 

checking the weather forecast before departure. 

Packing considerations 

 

You will generally want to wear comfortable, light-weight clothing. Long sleeves and long pants 

are recommended for sun protection. A warm sweater or mid-weight jacket is useful for cool 

nights and mornings. 

In terms of gear, you will want to bring the usual binoculars, field guide, hat, camera, and other 

gear you are accustomed to going birding with. It is critical to stay well-hydrated in such a hot, 

dry environment, so please bring a reusable water bottle. For coffee drinkers, a travel coffee 

mug is a nice thing to have along in the morning. Southeast Arizona is sunny, so bring sunscreen 

and a hat as well. A flashlight (preferably a headlamp) will be useful during our night-time 

outings.   

Tipping 

We aim to provide exceptional service, using guides that are knowledgeable, interesting, 

personable, and experienced. While tipping is never expected, if you feel that your guides went 

above and beyond, you are welcome to leave them a gratuity. Tips at restaurants are included 

in the cost of the tour.  
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Travel insurance 

We do not require travel insurance for trips in the US. However, we highly recommend buying it 

as it can protect you from unforeseen costs associated with missed, delayed, or canceled 

flights, sudden illness, medical evacuation, damaged equipment, or other unexpected issues. 

Red Hill Birding is not responsible for such costs, as laid out in our Terms & Conditions. Note 

that in some circumstances, such as if you have preexisting medical conditions, travel insurance 

must be purchased within 1-2 weeks of paying the trip deposit. 

 

 

 
Varied Bunting photo by Josh Engel 

https://www.redhillbirding.com/terms-and-conditions

