
Birds and Brews (and Boats!) 
Field trips in partnership with Fox Tales International 

• Are you curious about bird watching? 
• Do you like craft beer? 
• Have you been kayaking or canoeing lately? 
• Are you looking for a fun, social, outdoor activity that combines the two (or maybe all three)? 
 
Join us for an immersion in the art of bird watching and the craft of fine brewing. We are offering four trips 
this spring during the peak of spring migration. Though no experience is needed, experienced birders will be 
enthused. Your intrepid guide is both a beer nerd and bird nerd, Brian “Fox” Ellis. A rare bird indeed, he 
specializes in beer history and the contributions of John James Audubon to ornithology through a living-
history portrayal. 

April 24  New Salem State Park & Hand of Fate Brewery 
April 25  Canoe Fox River and Tangled Root Brewery 
May 1  Peoria’s Rock Island Trail - Fox Pub & Industry Brewing 
May 2  Hennepin Canal, Revivalist & Geneseo Brewing Co. 

Tours start at 8:00 am and will last approximately 3-4 hours, followed by a beer themed brunch and 
brewery tour/tasting.  Hiking trips are limited to 15 people and boat trips are limited to 12. Cost varies 
depending on location, canoe and kayak rental. .  
 
Because we are outdoors and practicing safe social distancing, we will follow all state Covid-19 protocols. 
Dress for the weather, wear comfortable walking shoes and bring binoculars (extra binoculars are available). 
Beer and food costs are your responsibility. 

April 24 New Salem State Park & Hand of Fate Brewery (Petersburg, Illinois) 
We will meet at the New Salem State Park Visitors Center at 8:00 am. The hike will wander along the forested bluffs 
above the Sangamon River where we are aiming to catch the peak of spring migration of warblers heading north. We will 
then head up the road to Hand of Fate Brewery for a beer tasting and lunch. $20 (Limit 15 people) 
 
April 25 Canoe the Fox River & Tangled Root Brewery (Wedron, Illinois) 
We will meet in Wedron, IL at C & M canoe livery at 8:00 to canoe the Fox River during spring migration before heading 
to Tangled Root Brewery for lunch, with an optional hike of Starved Rock Trails after lunch. $55 per person to share a 
canoe & $75 for a solo kayak. 
 
May 1 Rock Island Trail, Fox Pub & Industry Brewing (Peoria, Illinois) 
We will meet at the Fox Pub on the north side of Peoria at 8:00 am for a hike along the Rock Island Trail where it 
meanders through mature forest remnants and crosses Kickapoo Creek. On our way back we will pause at Industry 
Brewing for a tour before heading to Fox Pub for a traditional English Breakfast and beer tasting. $20 
 
May 2 Hennepin Canal, Revivalist & Geneseo Brewing Co. (Geneseo ,Illinois) 
We will meet at the Isaac Walton League Campground along the Hennepin Canal just north of Geneseo. A short hike of 
the canal  followed by a kayak/canoe tour that will give us on opportunity for prairie, forest and water birds. Lunch and 
conversation with one of Illinois leading female brewmeisters at Geneseo Brewing Co. with optional visit to Revivalist 
Brewing after lunch. $25 plus boat rental or bring your own boat. 

Contact Fox directly to register:  foxtales@foxtalesint.com  or 309.696.1017 


