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News from the Hickory Hills 

Chapter of the Illinois Audubon 

Society, Stewards of Bremer 

Sanctuary, Hillsboro, Illinois 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Year’s Day Hike 

Fifteen individuals attended the soggy 

annual New Year’s Day hike at Bremer Sanctuary. 

Twelve hardy souls hiked in the rain while 

three stayed behind and managed the heaters in 

the barn. Brief stops were made along the 

abbreviated hike explaining different features of 

the sanctuary property. Everyone in attendance 

agreed, the rain was better than ice! 

Several participants stayed afterwards and 

enjoyed chili, hot soup, sandwiches and Italian 

beef along with lots of hot coffee and hot 

chocolate. 

 

See page 3 for our updated 2022 calendar!! 
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Thanks to all who participated in our 

Snowflake  Search.  We had seven entries and by random 

drawing, Bobby Pollard's entry was chosen.  Bobby is 6 years old 

and had fun finding all the snowflakes.  He will be treating 15 

friends & relatives to a "Fun Night at Bremer" this summer. 

             Shout out to all our other entries: Joy Campbell; Dana 

Holshouser; Jr & Michelle Whitlow; Isabel, Henry & James 

McLaughlin, Drew Schweizer, Linda Belanger. 

 

Count on us putting out snowflakes and signs next year!! 

 

 

“Majestic”      by Don Krefft 

 

A recent article in the State Journal Register stated that the Elijah Iles House at 628 South 

Seventh Street is the oldest surviving house in Springfield. Iles was the city’s first merchant opening 

his store about 200 years ago in June 1821. Sounds old, right? Well, Mother Nature can top that 

quite easily. At the end of the trail across the Buffetti Crossing there is a Burr Oak tree that is 

estimated to be well over 300 years old. Using a formula provided by Morton Arboretum, a Burr 

Oak tree with a 15-foot 9-inch circumference is estimated to have started growing at least 60 years 

before George Washington lead his troops across the Delaware River near Trenton, New Jersey in 

1776. A very majestic tree.   Go look, take a deep breath and relax! 

  

 

Left photo: Don Krefft, Chapter Representative for IAS 

and Henry Eilers    Right photo: Ron Gazda and Bruce 

Redman take measurements to calculate age. 
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2022 CALENDAR EVENTS 

April 2, 7:00 am---Spring Bird Walk, coffee & donuts afterward. 

April 9, 9:00-11:00am---Community work day. Bring gloves, shovel & rake for mulch spreading.   We also 

have cleaning needed in the kitchen and Education Hall. 

April 9, 1:00 pm---Woodland Wildflower Walk, refreshments afterward. 

June 4, 7:00 am---Summer Bird Walk, coffee & donuts afterward. 

June 22, 9:30—11:00am---“Totally Trees” Children’s program, in conjunction with and sponsored by U of I 

Extension Education Workshops and Bremer Sanctuary. 

June 26, 1:00 to 3:00pm---Open House at the Sanctuary. 

June 26, 3:00-5:00pm ---Family workshop for all ages, young and old. TBA 

July 20, 9:30-11:00am- “Bee Party”-- Children’s program, in conjunction with and sponsored by U of I 

Extension Education Workshops and Bremer Sanctuary. 

July 23, 4:00 pm---Prairie Wildflower Walk, wiener roast & carry-in afterward. 

September 17, 8:00am-noon--Lincoln Land Association of Bird Banders will conduct on-site bird banding. 

October 1, 4:00 pm---Owl Prowl, wiener roast @ 4:00 & Owl activities with the TreeHouse  Wildlife Center 

program@ 5:00. 

October 16, 1:00 to 3:00pm---Open House at the Sanctuary 

October 16, 3:00-5:00pm---Family workshop, all ages, young & old. TBA 

November 6, 5:00 pm--Annual Meeting, speaker TBA 

More Events may be added as the year progresses. 

The “Open House” events will consist of the barn being open with a few volunteers around to answer questions. We 

will have a brief hike/wagon rides at 1:30 & 2:30 to show off our fields, platforms, bridge and talk about property 

history and our mission. Attendees can come & go as they wish. 

Reminder: The Bremer Education Barn is a seasonal barn, no heat and no air conditioning. The stewards make every 

effort to provide supplemental heat or cooling fans based on the weather. Please dress accordingly when attending 

events. 

 

Check out our website at www.bremersanctuary.org 

Like us on Facebook at “Bremer Sanctuary, Hickory Hills 

Chapter of the Illinois Audubon Society”. 

Illinois Audubon Society website: www.illinoisaudubon.org 

 

http://www.bremersanctuary.org/
http://www.illinoisaudubon.org/
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        Bremer’s habitat took several big steps toward renewal 

and hopefully a successful 2022 growing season as two 

prescribed burns were conducted on January 31st & March 

4th.   Ten volunteers indeed did a lot of marching, but 

thankfully it was a little less strenuous than in prior 

years.  IAS Land Steward Kaleb Baker contacted an adjoining 

landowner, and as a result firebreaks were reconfigured to 

produce a more thorough result and less difficult terrain for 

volunteers to navigate.  The January burn was approximately 

120 acres which included the large East Prairie and 

connected timber ground,  

everything north and west 

of our driveway. The final burn for this season encompassed 32 acres 

of savanna, timber, and slope prairie.  It was also good to see several 

new guys attend their first burn at Bremer.   Thanks to good planning 

and cooperation by Mother Nature it was a favorable experience for 

all involved.                                                                 By Don Krefft 

********************************************************************** 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Bremer 

volunteers are 

good stewards 

of Illinois 

Audubon 

Society funds as 

they perform all 

seasonal 

maintenance on 

the mowers and 

tractor, saving 

many dollars in 

labor expenses. 

 

Do you enjoy 
attracting wildlife to 
your property? Do 
you maintain the 
four elements of 

habitat? Your 
property can become 

a Certified Illinois 
Audubon Society 
Bird and Butterfly 
Sanctuary. Go to 

illinoisaudubon.org 
and click on 

“Programs” for the 
link. 
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Upcoming Events…….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our popular 

Children’s Programs 

partnering with the 

U of I Extension 

Office of 

Montgomery 

County. 
 

Stay tuned for more 

family programs TBA 

following our Open House 

Events. 

If you would like to be part of our awesome volunteer 

team, we have many opportunities available!!!!  

Assistance with our educational programs, events, 

grounds keeping & maintenance, restoration projects 

like cutting, burning and seeding………Please contact us 

via website, Facebook or just stop by the Bremer Barn 

on Tuesday & Thursday mornings from 8-11. 

 

Nest box monitoring 

begins 

April 1st- August 31st. 
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Photo Credits: 

Beth Groves, Don Krefft, Ray Luebbert,  

Bruce Redman & Nancy Redman 

 

Spread the word……….. 

The H & B Bremer Sanctuary has much to offer 

and not just to school groups.  Groups and 

clubs of all ages have enjoyed our property 

whether it be guided hikes, wagon rides, or 

hands-on activities. We have several pre-

planned programs on hand (including a new 

PowerPoint presentation regarding all aspects 

at the sanctuary).  We would love to present a 

Bremer program to your group!  Ideas and 

donations are always welcome. 

*********************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

   

The Hickory Hills Chapter of the 
Illinois Audubon Society Board of 

Directors and Officers 

Henry Eilers-Restoration 

Ron Gazda-Building 

Don Krefft-IAS Chapter Representative, Treasurer, 

Restoration 

Sonya Luckett-Bulletin Board 

Ed Martin-Building 

Dane Murphy-Building 

Jerry Prater- Secretary 

Bruce Redman-President, Building 

Nancy Redman-Newsletter, Bluebird Trail, 

Education Chairperson 

Dick Rompasky-Building 

Carl Savage-Membership 

Ken Schaal-Restoration Chairman 

Bob Schwandner-Vice-President, Building 

Jim Yount-Building 

 

New to our Education & Event programs is 

a 65” TV. Purchased with memorial funds 

from long-time steward Gale Johnson, the 

TV is a welcome addition for visitors. 

We are owned and operated by the Illinois Audubon 
Society, Hickory Hills is the designated chapter, and daily 

operations take place from the all-volunteer labor and 
love of the Stewards of Bremer and all additional 

volunteers. 

 


